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with the range of Djebel-Akhdar, but further inland. The heir
of Feysul now stood at the entrance of the strongholds of'Oman,,
but thought it hardly prudent to adventure his own sacred
person amid the mountain denies: accordingly he remained
at Bereymah, while he sent forward a large exploratory force
under the command of Zamil, the same whose later history
at 'Oneyzah has been already -told, but who was at that time in
apparent favour with the Nejdean government.

The expedition, like all others of Wahhabee organization,
bore a religious name, that of " Grhazoo," and was of course
directed against the enemies of God. A pretty fragment of
Nabtee verse, composed on the occasion by some poetic warrior,
and in which the orthodoxy of Nejed is everywhere contrasted
with the infidelity of 'Oman, was recited before mo in Hasa;
Mahomet himself would not have exhorted the Siihhfibah in
another key. But the choice of Zfimil-el-'Ateeyah for fiokl-
marshal in 'Abd-Allali's absence,, damped the holy flame, and
turned the edge of the sword of Islam. This choice was neces-
sitated by the young chieftain's superior military qualities., no
less than by his great popularity, not only in Kaseein, but even
in Kejed proper, and among all not absolutely Delators or fanatics.
But Zamil was at heart alike adverse to Wahhabee dogma and
Wahhabee rule, and looked with more sympathy on those he
was to conquer than on those who had equipped him to the con-
quest. Hence he desired nothing more than to bring matters to
a peaceable issue, which might prevent a considerable accession
of strength to 'Aared, while it secured to 'Oman immunity from
plunder and slaughter. Meanwhile his own personal conduct
disavowed any bigoted or even religious feeling; his spacious
war-tent was from morning to night filled with officers and
chiefs of the highest rank, to whom, after military council and
discussion, Zarnil openly set the example, not of Coranic lectures
and long prayers, but of a gaiety bordering on dissipation, of
mirth and laughter, nay sometimes of dance and intoxication*
Under a head so inclined, the body naturally took a similar
direction. All began to look on the inhabitants of the land
through which they advanced, in a friendly, because a congenial
manner, and Zamil had no difficulty in obtaining what he
desired, namely, a march unstained by blood, and ending in